
Book Talks
Directions: You may choose one of the following for your monthly book talk. Make sure to follow all of the guidelines (bullet points). Please see the rubric. If you are missing one or more of these guidelines (bullet points) your grade will be affected.
Book Talk 1: What’s the Genre?

· Begin your speech with a hook (i.e. “We take water for granted”—Hook for A Long Walk to Water). Do not start the speech by saying “The book I read was…”
· Introduce the title and the author. Ideally, you will have the book with you to show to the class.

· Identify the genre of your book. Is it a mystery, fantasy, science fiction, historical or realistic fiction, biography, autobiography, informational text?

· Offer two specific examples from the book that helped you determine what genre it is.

· Think of and share one big idea or theme the author was trying to convey. Explain what in the book helped you figure out this idea or theme.
Book Talk 2: Think and Connect to Learn

· Begin your speech with a hook (i.e. “We take water for granted”—Hook for A Long Walk to Water). Do not start the speech by saying “The book I read was…”
· Introduce the title and the author. Ideally, you will have the book with you to show to the class.

· Explain two fascinating and/or new facts you learned about the topic.

· Explain the significance or importance of this topic by connecting it to a personal, community, or world issue.

· Show how the book changed your thinking about this topic or why this topic interests you so much.

Book Talk 3: Novel Thoughts About the Main Character

· Begin your speech with a hook (i.e. “We take water for granted”—Hook for A Long Walk to Water). Do not start the speech by saying “The book I read was…”
· Introduce the title and the author. Ideally, you will have the book with you to show to the class.

· Identify the protagonist and a key problem he or she faced.

· Discuss how the protagonist deals with the problem.

· Explain how the problem affects the protagonist. What does he or she learn from coping with this problem?

· Draw a conclusion about the protagonist’s problem-solving abilities.

Book Talk 4: Novel Thoughts About the Antagonistic Forces

· Begin your speech with a hook (i.e. “We take water for granted”—Hook for A Long Walk to Water). Do not start the speech by saying “The book I read was…”
· Introduce the title and the author. Ideally, you will have the book with you to show to the class.

· Identify two problems the protagonist faced and three antagonistic forces that worked against the protagonist and/or created these problems.

· Show how each antagonistic force worked to create a problem or conflict.

· Were the conflicts resolved? If so, explain how. If not, explain why.

Book Talk 5: Biography and Autobiography

· Begin your speech with a hook (i.e. “We take water for granted”—Hook for A Long Walk to Water). Do not start the speech by saying “The book I read was…”
· Introduce the title and the author. Ideally, you will have the book with you to show to the class.

· Explain what this person did that changed our world, the environment, saved lives, or in some way helped people.

· Choose a person or event that shaped this person’s life and explain how.

Book Talk 6: Find Three Items

· Begin your speech with a hook (i.e. “We take water for granted”—Hook for A Long Walk to Water). Do not start the speech by saying “The book I read was…”
· Introduce the title and the author. Ideally, you will have the book with you to show to the class.

· Choose three important items from your book. These can be anything that’s significant—a character, setting, object, animal, plant, car, invention, etc.

· Illustrate each item or find an appropriate picture or illustration in magazines or on the internet.

· Explain why you chose each item and explain its significance to the book you’ve read.

Book Talk 7: To Read or Not Read This Book!

· Begin your speech with a hook (i.e. “We take water for granted”—Hook for A Long Walk to Water). Do not start the speech by saying “The book I read was…”
· Introduce the title and the author. Ideally, you will have the book with you to show to the class.

· Tell the class whether you recommend the book or give it a negative rating.

· Choose two or three items from the list that follows. Make sure you offer specific details from your book to illustrate each item.

· Is this a genre you love? Explain what about this genre has such great appeal.

· Was the book a page turner? Explain why.

· Did you connect to a character? Explain why you did or did not.

· Were there surprises that kept up your interest? Share one.

· Did every chapter end with a cliff-hanger? Give one example.

· Was it boring? Explain why.

· Did your mind wander when reading? Explain why this happened.

· Was the plot unbelievable? Explain why.

Book Talk 8: Find a Passage You’re Compelled to Share 

· Begin your speech with a hook (i.e. “We take water for granted”—Hook for A Long Walk to Water). Do not start the speech by saying “The book I read was…”
· Introduce the title and the author. Ideally, you will have the book with you to show to the class.

· Find a passage from your book---no more than half a page—that you connected to.

· Make sure that the passage connects to a theme in the book that you can pinpoint.

· Read the passage out loud, clearly and with expression.

· Explain why you connected to this passage and how it related to the theme you identified.
Book Talk 9: Characters Do Change

· Begin your speech with a hook (i.e. “We take water for granted”—Hook for A Long Walk to Water). Do not start the speech by saying “The book I read was…”
· Introduce the title and the author. Ideally, you will have the book with you to show to the class.

· Reflect on the main character’s personality and think how he or she changed from the beginning to the end of the book.

· Describe what the character was like at the beginning. Read a short passage from the beginning of the book that reveals this personality trait.

· Explain how and why the main character changed. Read a short passage from the end that shows this change.

· End by recommending or not recommending this book. Give specific reasons.

Book Talk 10: Connecting Is Cool

· Begin your speech with a hook (i.e. “We take water for granted”—Hook for A Long Walk to Water.) Do not start the speech by saying “The book I read was…”
· Introduce the title and author. Ideally, you will have the book with you to show the class.

· Find a connection you made to this selection.

· Connect the passage to the theme of the book or to the main character’s problems, conflict, or decisions. Be specific.
· End by identifying the genre and why this type of genre appeals to you.
